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Under which US President was 

the EPA formed into law ?

#37 President , Richard M Nixon



Which came first …..

The Clean Water Act or Clean Air Act ?

The Clean Air Act  - 1970

The Clean Water Act  - 1972

These established the basic structure of Federal laws 

for regulating pollutant discharges into the air and 

waters of the United States



Who is delegated the responsibility to enforce 

Federal EPA Regulations, The Clean Water 

Act and The Clean Air Act ….in Grundy, 

Marion, and Franklin counties ?

Tennessee Department of 

Environmental Conservation

TDEC 



Who provides the funds that pays 

for the buildings, programs, 

salaries, computers,  for the EPA 

and TDEC?

We do

Primarily our Federal and State taxes 





TDEC and its permitting system

▪ TDEC is mandated by state and federal laws (EPA) to accomplish these 

goals by issuing permits ……. protect the air and water quality, 

environment, and citizens health from all types of industrial and 

residential developments.

▪ “The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) is organized 

and administered to effectively protect human health and the environment, 

conserve natural resources, manage state parks and promote overall 

quality of life in Tennessee……while preserving maximum employment and 

enhancing the industrial  development of the State.”

▪ CONFUSING - Regulations / Permitting for air, water, and quarries are very 

confusing and  often contradictory. 

▪ COMPLEX – EXAMPLE The Jumpoff quarry will require many permits



- AIR 

-WATER (Streams and Wetlands) 

-STORMWATER (discharge)

-Tenn Multi-Sector Permit

            (TMSP) 

PERMIT TYPES



❑ AIR - contaminant permits for construction and operating - Can be combined for 

one site.  Requires public comment.

❑ WATER - Aquatic Resource Alteration Permit (ARAP).  Required for alteration of 

streams or wetlands such as  installing a culvert, flooding or filling in a wetland , 

dredging, excavating, or straightening a stream etc. “General” permit is allowed if 

there is minor impact to the water resource.  No public comment required.

❑ STORMWATER - National Pollution Discharge  Elimination System (NPDES)  permit 

is required for stormwater mixed with industrial wastewater that is  discharged into 

a waterway  (washing/crushing/grinding sandstone).  Requires a wastewater 

holding basin.  Includes SWPPP.  General  - no public comment - Individual - 

requires public comment.

❑ Tennessee Multi-Sector Permit (TMSP) is a less regulated subtype of NPDES.   

Includes a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) with only stormwater 

discharge.  The “general” TMSP requires no public comment.  Example - quarry 

excavation /blasting.

Permit types explained



https://www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/tdec-dataviewers.html
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➢ How to USE the Data viewers and interpret the documents.

➢ How to access and use the TDEC Public Comment website.

➢ How to request a public hearing for air or water permit 

before TDEC gives final approval.

➢ How to access and use  “Ask TDEC” for questions about 

permit applications when there are no official public 

comments allowed.

What we need to learn



Why is USING these data viewers important ??

IT  IS OUR VERY BEST TOOL !! 

It’s POWERFUL !!   

Accessible to us – 7 days a week/24 hours a day !! 

Developers pay PROFFESIONAL’s to use it

TDEC’s digital version of FEDERAL LAW /the EPA !! 

We’ve already paid for it !! – w/ our State & Federal Taxes

Useful – BEFORE  DURING and AFTER permit is issued !! 



How MANY and WHICH permits is 

Tinsley required by LAW to obtain in 

order to Open and Operate a Sand 

Quarry in Marion County ?

BONUS QUESTION: 



https://www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/tdec-dataviewers.html

TDEC data viewers and map viewers – comprehensive list.

https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/f?p=19031:34001 

Division of Air Pollution Control Permits data viewer.

https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/r/tdec_reports/f11776/permit-search

Division of Mineral and Geologic Resources data viewer.

https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/f?p=2005:34308:13817233284941

Division of Water Resources data viewer

TO USE THESE DATA VIEWERS

1. Go to the County column and use the dropdown menu to select Marion.  

2. Go to the Search box and type in Tinsley. 

3. Click on the permit # to see a list of  the documents. 

4. Click the document to open the .pdf file

How to get to the data viewers directly

https://www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/tdec-dataviewers.html
https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/f?p=19031:34001
https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/r/tdec_reports/f11776/permit-search
https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/f?p=2005:34308:13817233284941


https://tdeconline.tn.gov/tdecwaterwells/

Well water map viewer for registered wells

Check accept box to access the viewer. Click (+) continuously to enlarge the map 

northwest of Chattanooga until you see grid 0094NE-7 (Tinsley property area). 

Then click on a registered well # for all the details on that well. On the bottom of 

the list, click on “more info” for the drillers report for depth of the well,  geologic 

formations, and soil types. Registering wells started around 1997.  You can “Ask 

TDEC”  if your well can be registered.

https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/f?p=2005:34304:14826377516

46:

Exceptional Tennessee Waterways data viewer

https://tnmap.tn.gov/assessment/
How to identify land parcels and owner information.  

Additional  data viewer links

https://tdeconline.tn.gov/tdecwaterwells/
https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/f?p=2005:34304:1482637751646
https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/f?p=2005:34304:1482637751646
https://tnmap.tn.gov/assessment/


https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/r/tdec_reports/f11776/permit-search

Division of Mineral and Geologic Resources data viewer.

How to find a permit in the data viewer

https://dataviewers.tdec.tn.gov/dataviewers/r/tdec_reports/f11776/permit-search












https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-

participation/ppo-dmgr.html

Division of Mineral and Geologic  Resources

https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-

participation/ppo-air.html

Division of Air Pollution Control

https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-

participation/ppo-water.html

Division of Water Resources

Where to find  TDEC requests for public 

comments and hearings

https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-participation/ppo-dmgr.html
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-participation/ppo-dmgr.html
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-participation/ppo-air.html
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-participation/ppo-air.html
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-participation/ppo-water.html
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-participation/ppo-water.html


https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-

public-participation/ppo-dmgr.html
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https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-participation/ppo-dmgr.html
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-public-participation/ppo-dmgr.html


How to find  the list of public notices

Ctrl + click
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How to make public comments

1. The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation will first 

request public comments on   the proposed permit actions. 

2. TDEC says that obtaining a broad range of facts and opinions on 

Agency actions is one of the best ways to ensure quality decisions. 

3. Persons wishing to comment on the proposed permit actions may 

submit comments in writing to the Mining Section at the Knoxville 

Environmental Field Office, Attn: Public Notice Coordinator; by fax to 

(865) 594-6105; or by e-mail to Dennis.Conger@tn.gov.

4. Comments must be received before the close of the comment period 

(starting date is listed  in the  announcement - have 30 days).



How to request  a public hearing

1.  Request in writing that the Division hold a public hearing on the      

  application. 

 

  Attn: Public Notice Coordinator. Division of Mining and Geologic     

  Resources,  Knoxville EFO, 3711 Middlebrook Pike, Knoxville TN 

  37921.

 

2.  The request must be filed before the close of the 30 day comment     

  period.  

3.  You must state your interest in requesting a hearing, the reason that such a 

  hearing is warranted, and the water quality issues being  raised.

 4. When there is a significant public interest for a hearing, the Division    

  will hold a hearing in accordance with Rule 0400-40-05-.06 (12).

 5.  A separate public notice will announced the hearing.  



https://www.tn.gov/environment/ask-tdec-form.html

 

Fill out the online form. Ask questions or comment about anything  that 

TDEC regulates such as a mining, air, water, well water , pollution, etc.  

For water-related questions associated with mining:

Daniel Lawrence Program Manager      

Division of Mineral and Geologic Resources – Mining Section

Knoxville EFO 

3711 Middlebrook Pike

Knoxville TN  37921

daniel.lawrence@tn.gov

865-803-1206

Ask TDEC

https://www.tn.gov/environment/ask-tdec-form.html
about:blank


?



Answers for Grand Prize Bonus Question:

4 permits with Division of Mineral and Geologic Resources

1 permit  with Division of Air Control Pollution
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